[High dose chemotherapy followed by autologous bone marrow graft in solid tumors in children: arguments for].
Arguments for the use of high-dose chemotherapy followed by autologous bone marrow transplantation in pediatric solid tumors are discussed. The dose effect relationship in pediatric oncology conventional chemotherapy is emphasized. Results of high-dose chemotherapy followed by autologous bone marrow transplantation are encouraging in metastatic neuroblastoma and Ewing's sarcoma. The probability of event free survival is increased of about 30% as compared to that of conventional treatments. This therapeutic approach could be of value in other pediatric solid tumors, particularly in some poor prognosis forms of Wilm's tumors. However, until now, the results remain preliminary. On the other hand, the role of this strategy in chemoresistant tumors, such as malignant gliomas, remains under investigation.